


It's 5:57 p.m. and the sun has just dipped below the
sea, the evening sky & set ablaze by ferce refractions
of light sending spectacular colors in every direction. If
you turn around, the brightest stars are already faintly
visibla on the horizon, sections of constedlations getting
brighter by the second a8 the light guickly fades. The
Water Adventure Ocean Wide (WADW) Charters ship
has just drawn anchor and begins her nightly voyage
into the: painted sky, The massive wooden vessel, which
inoks mone akin bo & pirate ship than a dive boat, |eft its
home port of Benoa seven days ago, Embarking on a
twehve-day excursion which began on the island of Bali,
v guesis and crew of WADW have been meandering
thelr way West across the Java Sea towards the island
of Flores.

" Spending just one day on each island, Indonesia
would take more than 50 years to explore. vy

This particular itinerary entitled “West meats East” s one
of many offered by WADW, and afer spending the day
exploring the island of Komodo and the waters around
its porthern coast, the ship adjusts ils course 1o haad
south in search of colder waters, and lasger marsine life,

Constructed almost entingly of “Lin™ wood {one of the
hardest and most dense irpnwoods on the planset) using
traditional hand tools and methods, the construction of
the vessel for WACW Charters began in 2009 and was
completed in early 2012, The ship was built in a small
village on the Indonesian side of Bornea Island in the
radition of the “Phinisi”, conventional Indonesisn
transgort ships, with @ touch of inspiration from the
American Schooners of the 1800's.

Weighing in at an astounding BO0 tonnes (that's
1763,688 pounds, or the equivalent of approximately
300 fully grown Asian elephants) the construction of &
ship of this magnitude complately by hand was no small
feat. Measwring over 200 feet in length, 38 feet in width
and boasting 3 steel masts with a height of over 137
feet. WADMW is a ship unlike any other in Indonesian
watiers. Although it looks like the kind of ship Caplain
Jack Sparrow would be proud to commandeer for his
missions of looting and plundering. WAOW was bullt
with one purpose in mind: Scuba Diving.
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The massive wooden vessel looks more
akin to a pirate ship than a luxury dive boat. g




The watars around Indonesia are world famous for
thieir grieal visibility, strong currents and abundant
marine life, so0 it's no surprse that muft-day scuba
diving charbers ange comman in this region, Due 1o the
remote location and rural development of many of
Indonesia™s smaller islands, live-aboard boats are the
most convensent and efficient way to maximine your
diving vacation. With great attention 10 detad and an
unwavering commitment to guest satisfaction, WAaOW
Charters has combined the luxury of a yacht with the
hospitality and senace of & hotel

Thaz full service dive shop and dedicated dive staff camy
and set up your dve gear every moming so the only
Ry g you need 1o do after you wake ud S Hting
your coffes o your lips. Two specially outfitted pontoon
boats Eender divers 10 and from the ship 10 the dive
sites within menutes 50 you can spend more time in the
waler or on the deck working on your tan, The number
of dives you can accomplish on any ghlvan trip depands
on the length of the itinerary, however the average s
34 dives a day, which will make for a total of 32 dives
on this particular excursion

The waters around Indonesia are world
famous for their great visibility.

Although WADW is focused on diving thers are plénty of
above water activities for nondivers, or divers who don't
fesed liloe doing multiple dives in & day. Kayaks and stand up
paddie boards are at the ready for some light exercise or
exploration and on-land expeditions such as |.'r|'.‘|'sl:"l-:l'.l|'l'-l.'lll'lg
and shon hikes are often woven into the Rineraries,
providing spectacular views of the archipelago and its marny
volcanoes. Thare is a library of reference books on board to
help IIJE"I'IEI'-]- exactly what that purple and Breen spotied fish
was, ani & sundeck wherd you cin rgdd (6 Adap) in comfan,
soak up some rays or gat an aftesnoon massage from one of
thi on-stall massage therapists. Whethaer you traved with a
simple GoFro or 8 complex OISLR with an underyater house
and external strobes, the punpose bulll camera room on the
main deck provides a safe place 1o chean, store and charge
underwater cameras and other skectronics, making it the
optimum place o download your photos to your hard drive

The |uwosriousty appoented cabins on board are made from
thiz game hagh polished Uin wood used tor the hull and main
structure of the boal. The cabins ame wery spacious and are
well equipped with a mussc library and a fantasiic selection
of movies in Doth English and French, Cabins are also
outfitted with plug-ins for your personal devices to play your
own music, movies or TV shows, Each room haes everything
yiou wiowsld expect from a eading hotel such as high efficiency alr conditioning units, full siped ensuite bathnoodm, hand
carved Slone Basing and accents, plenty of closet and drawer Space, a work Serface and a sale for valuables, in the
daytimea, small portholes in the hall provide a unigue parspective Trom the room o the outsie workd just feet above the
GOBEN"S SUrtRce
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Back up on the main deck a bell is rung signaling to
thir passengens that dinner is about to be served, Some
Euests emerge from the saloon, others from thelr suites
downstairs, everyona's hair still wet and salty fram the
dusk dive that fintshed bess than an hour before. Three
large wooden tabDies outskde on the deck ang Set and
wing is baing served as guests and crew from France,
Ialy, Belgium, United States, Canada, Switzedand and
Indonesia gather at the tables under the stars for a
dinner of steamed clams with créme fraiche and fobiko
roa, followed by seared local swordfish and finished with
8 house made decadent molten chocolate lava cake.

Before dinner commences, Reto Schiaepfer the ship's
Cruigg Dirgotor, stands befong the group 10 gve Some
context and history to the local geography. Orginally
from Switserland, he has been sailing these waters for
over thirteen years and is a wealth of knowledge on
these istands,

“Indonesia B comprsed of around 17500 -18,300
Islands. The variation lays on what some people consider
1o be the minimum land area requined to be classified as
an island. Either way it would take you 45 to 50 years
to explore them all if you spent just one day on each
island,” Sa far an this journey the guests of WADW have
been ashore on three (slands, only 18,2687 more to go.
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The tabdes at meal times aboard WAOW are usually alive
with chatter about the day’s dives, who spotted what
marine life, the strength of the underwater currents and
which group had the longer batlom time on the last dive.
Tonight howewver, after spending the afternoon touring
Komaodo National Park and getting up close and personal
to one of the worlds most notorious predators, the topic
revolves around & land creature instead. A prehistons
reptile and the largest living lizard on the planet that is
infarmous for its bad temper and brutal bite, the Komodo
Dragon.

Thene has bisen much discussion in the scientific worid
over the years about Komodo dragons and what makes
them such efficient predators. Most believed that their
powerful bite contained a potent cocktall of toxic bacteria
that causes their prey 1o dee slowly, However, Doctor Bryan
Fry. a venom specialist from the university of Melbowmne
in Australia, discovered that Komodo dragons in fact kil
theair prey with venom that thins the blood quickly and
quickly sends smaller prey into shock. In larger prey
eventual blood loss and bacteria from the stagnant
watering holes ulimately causes the deathly infections
assumed to be cawsed by the dragon's mouth. Any way
you bite it, Komodo dragons are fierce creatures that are
respected amang the locals and have becomd the subject
of egends over the years. Thelr small but aggressive
population and wery remote habital gives them an air of
mystique 1o people worldwide, even after you have seen
them up close,

Indonesian
P)mgm: Legend

Legend has it that on Komodo isiand there once fived a Princess. The Princass got married and
soon after gave birth o bwins, ong was @ human boy caled Gerong and the other was o fvmake
dragon, named Ova. As they grew older Ora became aggressive and showed violent tendencies, 5o
she was banished o the forest and Gerong stayed among the humans in the village,

Tears later when the twing wene adults, Gerong sel oul (o hunt deer, Hé was sueoessiul in kiffing
a deer and whean he moved close to collect it out of nowhere appeared a large Komodo dragon,
Gerong fried (o scane the dragon away, but it did nod move, S0 he raised his bow and srow and ook
a@im at the beast. Suddenly there was a fash of light and a beautifl woman appeared. it was his
mather, the Princess. "Do nol kil her,” The Princess implored. “That is your twin sisher, Ora.” Gerong
then pul down his weapon and left the dragon in paace.

From that poinl onwards, the people of Komodo lsland have tved in havmony with the dragons
and would not hwnt or hurl them. The dragons could hunt freely on the sland and when they were
injured. their human brothers wouwld come o their aid. For the people of Komodo, the ancient
animals are treated dhe siblings.
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After dessert Lorine Grandjean, the ship's assistant
cruise director, perches herself on a raised hatch at
the head of the dining tables and & hush falls over the
croned, The anticipation is palpabde &5 she delvers her
evening briefing about the itinerary for the next day
Thi whitebodnd bDehind heéd has a detailed schadule
written in blue and red dry-erase marker, outlining the
day's dives, waler and webther conditions as well as
tide information. To everyone’s exciternent the schedule
bares the name of the main dive site they have come Lo
Indoneska to soe.

“As you know, we are moving south now to the colder
water on the bottom of Komodo lsland,” says Loraine,
Sher explains that in the south there are deep water
currents that bring a kot of nutrients up to the surface,
which means lots of microsoopic plankion, and hopefully
Iots of manta rays that feed on that plankton. “Tomonnow
i% @ big day, we finally get 10 dive Manta Alley.”

Each Manta has its own unique markings
on its belly, much like a fingerprint.

Indo Pacific manta rays (or Manta alfiaV) are consigered
oneof the ocean’s genthe giants and they are a holy grail on
almiost every scuba diver's st of sea creatures 1o observe
in the wild, Thiy have rge winglike fins that can span up
to 18 feet across and alkow them to fiy effortlessly through
thie witier likeé a bird gliding on & warm aif currenl. The
top side of a manta ray is typically black, sometimes with
some white angas around the eyes and mouth, while the
underside is white with intermittent black markings. Each
manta has its own unigue mMarkings on ks belly, much like
a8 ﬁl'lﬂ_t‘rl:lﬂ nt, and some anx aimost entirely black on both
sides. The most distinguishing features however, are the
two large cephalic fins that protrude from each side of
tha lange oval shaped mouth and curve down (owards the
canter of the animal, which some say ghwe it a “davilish™
appearance. Weighing up to 3100 pounds (L4 tons) with
a wingspan longer than a full sired pickup truck, these
Eigantic creatlures may appear ominous at first, but are
Ccompletely harmiess 1o humsns with the temperament
and curiosity of a timid puppy.
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The excitement s growing as Loraine tries to be
optimistic without making any promises. “This is the
saason for mantas so fingers crossed we will have good
luck, We will diver Manta Alley two times, back-go-back
In the morning, o double our chances.” And with that
ahe Bicls the congregation good night and retires 1o her
cabin for the evening.

The group disperse as guests finish they're glasses
of wine; some heading to bed, some 1o the bar for
another glass to enjoy on the top deck as the stars have
now completely revealed themselves in astonishing
numbers. You lay back in a hammock as the moon
makes a late appearance, poppéng oul from what must
be the sole chowd in the night sky, The only sounds are
the wind rustling the sails and the waves lapping up
against the bow of the ship as it cuts through the now
Inky black water. The rocking of the hammock lubling
you ino & blissful state as your thoughts turn Back to
massive mantas, and the underwater adventures that
dwail you in the moming.
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